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FOR SOME REASON I have the cheer “It’s great to be 
a Furman Paladin!” playing over and over in my head. 
Maybe it’s because we’ve just 
welcomed the Class of 2010 
into the Alumni Association.  
We’re delighted to have yet 
another outstanding group of 
young people as part of our 
alumni base.
Or maybe it’s because 
we’ve experienced a wave 
of nostalgia over the last few months in anticipation 
of the June 30 retirement of David E. Shi ’73 and 
his wife, Susan Thomson Shi ’71, after 16 years as 
Furman’s outstanding First Couple.  This spring we held 
several events to give alumni, parents and friends in 
different areas of the country a chance to express their 
appreciation to the Shis for their leadership and service 
to alma mater.
Even though we are sad to see Susan and David 
go, there is an air of expectancy on campus as we 
await the arrival of Rod and Michele Smolla as Furman’s 
next leaders.  Although change can be unsettling, in 
this case the campus mood is one of eager anticipation 
as Furman prepares to launch a new era.
AS FURMAN ALUMNI, we need to remember that 
we are part of an amazing institution.  We stand on 
the shoulders of giants who came before us, and each 
year we send new giants out into the world to do great 
things.
We also should remember that Furman doesn’t 
forget its alumni once they receive their diplomas.  
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Surrounded by family and friends, Irene 
Dill Loftis celebrated her 100th birthday 
in December at National HealthCare in 
Clinton, S.C., where she lives.  She and her 
daughter, Ann Loftis Hall ’61 (M.A. ’92), 
completed requirements for graduation 
from Furman the same year; Irene had 
entered Greenville Woman’s College in the 
1920s, left after three years, then returned 
to !nish her !nal year with her daughter 
and march with her at Commencement.  
She went on to a long career as a librarian 
and teacher in Greenville County.
41
Earl Rice has retired after practicing law
in Anderson, S.C., for nearly 70 years.  
After learning to "y airplanes while a 
student at Furman, he volunteered for 
the U.S. Army Air Corps and for !ve years 
trained American, Austrian and British 
pilots.  He then returned to Anderson and 
joined his father’s law practice.  He also 
served as a judge for 14 years.
48
Frances Jones Rish, a retired teacher 
living in Greenville, has written 19 books, 
three of which — Remembrances, Thorns 
(a story about Jesus, illustrated by Janice 
Tyson) and The Journey (a trip through the 
50 states, illustrated by Carolyn Somers) 
are in the Greenville County Library.  She 
has published four books of short stories 
and poetry based on Biblical personalities, 
and her Meet the First Ladies, illustrated 
with pictures from her doll collection, 
includes a letter from Laura Bush.  Frances 
volunteers as a storyteller in local schools 
and frequently speaks to church groups 
and at nursing centers.
53
The Frank H. Stelling and C. Dayton 
Riddle Orthopaedic Education and 
Research Laboratory Endowment has been 
established to support a research lab in 
the Clemson University Biomedical and 
Bioengineering Translational Research 
Facility, which is part of the Greenville 
Hospital System University Medical Center.  
Dayton, the !rst honor graduate of the 
Medical University of South Carolina in 
1957, was in private practice at Greenville’s 
Piedmont Orthopaedic Clinic from 
1964 to 1988.  In 1979 he was named 
academic chair of the orthopaedic surgery 
department in the Greenville Hospital 
System.  He is a past president of the 
South Carolina Orthopaedic Association 
and since 2001 has served as chairman 
emeritus of the University Medical Center.  
Frank Stelling was chief surgeon at Shriners 
Hospital in Greenville for 29 years.
68
Bob Sapp, longtime football coach in 
the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County (N.C.) 
Schools and later director of athletics for 
the school system, has been inducted into 
the district’s High School Sports Hall of 
Fame.  During 16 seasons as a coach in the 
county, including 12 at Mount Tabor High, 
he compiled a record of 147-52-1 and won 
11 conference titles.  In 2001 he was the 
North Carolina Prep Football 4A Coach of 
the Year.
72
George and Elisabeth Faile have returned 
to the States for their !nal furlough before 
retirement from the International Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
after 22 years in Ghana, West Africa, 
where they worked at the Baptist Medical 
Centre.  They plan to settle in the north 
Georgia area.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
After working for 25 years in casino 
marketing, Stephanie Pringhipakis of 
Aurora, Ill., switched careers six years ago 
and now works as a healthcare interpreter 
and translator in an early intervention 
program for children up to age 3.  She 
interprets for the child, the therapist, 
the parent and the medical provider.
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After four years at the Union County (S.C.) 
Carnegie Library, Nancy Rosenwald has 
become information strategies director 
at the South Carolina State Library in 
Columbia.  Under her direction the Union 
library was named the 2009 Best Small 
Library in America by the American Library 
Association.  In her new position she is 
overseeing a $140,000 Timken Foundation 
grant to the Union library.
77
Thomas Reynolds, managing partner 
of Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC, 
in Birmingham, Ala., has been elected to a 
full term on the board of the Birmingham 
Business Alliance for 2010.  He has 
concentrated in bankruptcy, reorganization 
and creditors’ rights for more than 25 years 
and maintained an active practice in estate 
and probate law.  He is listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and 
Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and in Alabama 
Super Lawyers.
Stacy Sauls, Episcopal bishop of 
Lexington, Ky., has been awarded an LL.M. 
degree in canon law with distinction from 
Cardiff University in Wales.  His dissertation 
was on the Anglican Covenant.  Stacy has 
chaired the House of Bishops Task Force on 
property disputes and is on the Presiding 
Bishop’s Advisory Committee on litigation.
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Christyn Scott, an employee of H&R 
Block in Greenville, passed the IRS Special 
Enrollment Exam and met the quali!cations 
to become an enrolled agent.
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Melinda Long’s 2003 children’s book 
How I Became a Pirate is now a stage play 
and was produced by the South Carolina 
Children’s Theatre in February.  She lives
in Greenville.
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James Pasquarette, a deputy 
commander for support for the 4th Infantry 
Division at Fort Carson, Colo., has been 
promoted to brigadier general.  The 4th 
Infantry includes four brigades of 3,500 to 
4,000 soldiers each.  He has also served as 
executive of!cer to the Army Chief of Staff 
and as commander of the 4th Infantry’s 
1st Brigade.
84
Scott Lenning of Birmingham., Ala., 
senior director of evangelism and 
conferences for the Scott Dawson 
Evangelistic Association, is co-director for 
Mission Africa in Fellowship with the Third 
Lausanne Congress on World Evangelism, 
to be held in South Africa in October.  
Visit www.MissionAfrica2010.com.
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Edward Earl joined Microsoft in Bellevue, 
Wash., in January as a software design 
engineer.  He previously worked as a 
consultant for 4ward Sciences, Inc., for 
two years.
Melanie Helling recently received 
National Board Certi!cation as an early 
adolescence science specialist.  She lives in 
Greer, S.C., and teaches at Bell’s Crossing 
Elementary School.
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
The tangible and ongoing bene!ts the university 
provides for alumni include:
   Homecoming every year, with organized class 
reunions every !ve years.
   A free lifetime subscription to Furman magazine.
   A lifetime e-mail forward account with 
yourname@alumni.furman.edu, available through 
the Alumni Association at http://alumni.furman.edu.
   Alumni events on campus and in your part 
of the world through Furman Clubs or other special 
offerings.  As an example, we will be bringing 
President Smolla to select areas beginning this 
summer.  If we make it to your neck of the woods, 
please plan to join us.  We want him to get to know 
our amazing Furman family, and vice versa.
   Free access to the Of!ce of Career Services, 
headed by John Barker.  The of!ce has a wide array 
of resources from which you may draw, and you can 
request lists of alumni, parents and friends of the 
university in hundreds of career !elds.
   An outstanding internship program under 
the direction of Susan Zeiger.  If you’re looking for 
an intern, Furman students are eager and willing 
to acquire !rsthand job experience.  
   Bookstore discounts.  Alumni who register 
for this new program will receive a 15 percent 
discount on apparel purchases, as well as periodic 
discounts and promotions not available to the general 
public.  To register, call the University Store at 
(864) 294-2164.
   Golf course bene!ts.  Through December 31, 
2010, alumni who are veri!ed through the university 
may receive a Furman Golf Club metal bag tag (one 
time only) as well as a sleeve of Titleist Pro V1 balls 
(good anytime through the end of the year).  All you 
have to do is start before 3 p.m. and pay the regular 
greens fee.  For $500, alumni may also acquire a pass 
that allows them to play at Furman at faculty/staff 
rates for !ve years from the date of purchase.  Call 
the Furman Golf Club, (864) 294-9090, to learn more.
Furman wants to keep you informed of the 
many exciting university activities in which you can 
be involved.  But we need your help to do so.  If you 
haven’t already, please send your up-to-date e-mail 
address, phone number and employment information 
to alumni@furman.edu.
IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY to make plans for 
Homecoming.  This year’s festivities are set for October 
22–24, with Southern Conference rival Tennessee-
Chattanooga as the football team’s opponent.  We will 
hold special reunions for classes ending in 0 and 5 and 
celebrate the 50th reunion of the Class of 1960! 
Homecoming will be even more of a must-attend 
event because it will feature the inauguration of Rod 
Smolla as Furman’s 11th president.  As of this writing, 
the inauguration is scheduled for Friday, October 22, 
at 10 a.m. in Timmons Arena.
More details will follow this summer, either 
through the mail or the Alumni Association Web page.  
It should be another great fall weekend at Furman and 
in Greenville, so make plans to attend!
— TOM TRIPLITT ’76
Director, Alumni Association
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